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— ooOoo — 

The  hour  has  not  quite  arrived  for  making  New  Year's  resolutions.     But  it 
is  not  too  early  to  be  thinking  about  them.     And  the  same  holds  true  for  New 
Year's  budgets.     A  good  many  forward-looking  families  are  at  least  thinking 
seriously  about  their  spending  plans  for  I936. 

So  probably  this  is  a  good  time  to  bring  you  some  news  about  next  year's 
food  supply  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washington,  D.   C.     I'm  going 
to  quote  from  the  agricultural  economists'  report  that  covers  the  year  ending 
June,  1936.     They  say  that  the  prospect  for  foods  in  general  looks  a  little 
brighter  than  it  did  last  year.     One  reason  is  that  the  unhappy  results  of  the 
drought  are  wearing  off.     Of  course,  some  drought  damage  will  take  a  long  time 
to  overcome.     But  the  country  will  make  considerable  -progress  along  that  line 
in  I936. 

The  economists  say  that  we  will  have  the  biggest  supply  of  milk  and  dairy 
products  ever  during  the  coming  year,  and  that  we're  also  likely  to  have  more 
fruit  —  fresh,   canned  and  dried,  and  more  fresh  and  canned  vegetables  than  in 
any  other  recent  year.     On  the  other  hand,   it  looks  as  if  we  would  have  less  meat 
and  meat  products,  and  less  poultry  and  eggs,  and  rice  and.  wheat  and  potatoes. 

The  low  meat  supply  is  the  direct  result  of  the  drought.     When  so  many 
herds  have  been  reduced  both  in  numbers  and  weight,   time  only  can  build  them 
up.     But  since  more  feed  is  available,   cattle  producers  will  probably  build  up 
their  herds  considerably  during  193^. 

The  economists  say  that  we  have  already  been  through  the  lowest  point  in 
supplies  of  all  meat  and  also  of  lard.     We  passed  the  very  lowest  Doint  in  pork 
supplies  in  September  1935-     Retail  pork  prices  have  dropped  since  then.  But 
probably  we  housewives  will  find  the  pork  on  our  markets  about  the  same  until 
next  summer  —  or  maybe  until  fall,  but  at  least  by  the  fall  we  can  expect  relief 
from  the  pork  shortage. 

As  for  beef,  veal  and  lamb,  probably  we'll  find  about  the  same  amount  of 
these  meats  on  the  market  during  the  coming  year  as  during  the  past  year.  But 
we  should  find  more  of  the  better  grades  of  beef,  and  less  of  the  poorer  grades. 

The  low  point  in  poultry  production  is  about  the  same  as  for  other  meat. 
That  is,   it  is  past.     And  since  flocks  can  build  up  faster  than  herds,  the 
chicken  flocks,  so  badly  cut  down  by  the  drought,  are  already  building  up  and 
will  be  back  to  normal  before  our  herds  of  meat  animals  get  back. 


R-HC 


-  2  - 


12-27-35 


As  for  eggs,  we'll  probably  have  about  2  percent  less  eggs  than  last  year. 
Though  our  hens  will  probably  lay  more  eggs  this  coming  year,  the  total  egg 
supply  will  be  smaller  because  the  carryover  stocks  have  been  so  reduced. 

But  the  news  about  dairy  products  during  1935  ought  to  cheer  us  all  up. 
The  economists  figure  that  the  supply  of  dairy  products  during  the  12-month  perif 
that  ends  in  June  1936  will  be  larger  than  for  that  period  in  any  other  year  on 
record.     More  milk  means  more  butter  and  cheese. 

Now  about  fats.     Though  we'll  have  less  lard,  we  will  probably  have  a 
larger  supply  of  other  fats  and  oils,   including  butter,   cream,  peanut  oil, 
vegetable  cooking  fats,  and  so  on. 

The  reports  show  a  shortage  in  good  milling  wheat  because  the  drought  cut 
down  the  acreage  of  winter  wheat  and  because  the  rust  did  such  damage  to  spring 
wheat  fields. 

The  predictions  about  fruit  and  vegetables  for  the  season  are  very  cheer- 
ing.    Apparently  we  have  plenty  of  fruits  of  all  kinds.     Plenty  of  fresh  fruit, 
and  dried  fruit  and  fruit  in  cans.     The  commercial  canners  made  a  fruit-canning 
record  this  year.     We  haven't  figures  on  home-canned  fruit,   of  course,  but 
probably  many  farm  housewives  also  put  up  a  big  supply  of  the  abundant  fall  frail 
crops.     When  you  come  to  dried  fruit,  the  supply  is  still  larger.     The  reports 
say  we'll  have  more  than  a  quarter  more  dried  fruit  this  year  than  last,  especi- 
ally dried  prunes. 

And  vegetables  —  an  unusually  large  supoly  of  those  too,   except  for  Irish 
potatoes.     As  I  mentioned  a  month  or  so  ago,  a  large  number  of  sweetpotatoes , 
cabbage,   carrots,  and  onions  went  into  storage  last  fall.     And  if  the  gardens  of 
green  vegetables  produce  this  coming  spring  as  they  did  last  spring,   the  country 
can  expect  to  get  back  to  the  average  of  the  prosperous  years  of  1925  to  1929* 

The  vegetable  canners  have  been  on  the  job,  too,  putting  up  vegetables 
on  record  scale  during  the  past  season.     So  during  these  coming  months,  we  should 
have  all  the  canned  vegetables  we  need  and  more  for  winter  meals. 

Potato  news?    Wall,  the  economists  estimate  that  we'll  have  about  one- 
twentieth  less  Irish  potatoes  than  we  had  in  the  year  193^~35  an<i  about  the  same 
amount  as  in  the  5~year  period  from  193^  to  193^-  the  late  crop,   our  present 

supply,   is  slightly  less  than  the  5~Year  average.    But  we  will  have  more  sweet- 
potatoes  this  winter  than  we  did  last. 

This  is  just  to  give  you  a  few  ideas  for  your  food  budget  for  193&.  And 
as  I  was  saying  yesterday,   if  you  want  a  simple  plan  to  help  you  plan  a  balanced 
food  budget,   send  for  the  leaflet  called  "Getting  the  Most  For  Your  Food  Money." 
You  can  have  a  copy  just  by  writing  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washington, 
D.   C.     Ask  for  "Getting  the  Most  for  Your  Food  Money. "    A  free  copy  is  yours  as 
long  as  the  supply  lasts. 
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